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fashionable missionary of the Church to convert the upper classes; Monsignore Berwick, the priest as statesman, the favourite pupil of Antonelli; and Cardinal Grandison, a wonderful study of asceticism, devotion, high breeding, tact, delicacy, and unscrupulousness, whose appearance and manner were copied from Manning, though some of his mental and moral characteristics may be referred to Wiseman; ' It seemed that the soul never had so frail and fragile a tenement' as his attenuated form; f I never eat and I never drink,' he said in refusing an invitation to dinner. One marked feature in his character was that he was ' an entire believer in female influence, and a considerable believer in his influence over females.'
Disraeli was at once attracted and repelled by Rome. Her historical tradition and her sensuous and ceremonial worship appealed strongly to one side of his nature; but he was even more keenly alive to the bondage which she imposed upon the spirit of man, and he had been.of late particularly impressed by the stealthy and indirect methods which her propaganda in England had assumed. He had had a personal experience of a disagreeable but revealing character in the ' stab in the back' which Manning and the Roman party had given him over the question of University education. Both the attraction and the repulsion are brought out in Lothair. The description of the service of Tenebrce in Holy Week at Vauxe, the St. Jeromes' country house, is such as to satisfy the emotions of a devout Roman Catholic; the St. Jerome family life and Clare's aspirations are sympathetically treated; and there is no lack of appreciation of the enormous support the Roman Church affords to that religious element in man which he held it to be essential to foster.
On the other hand, a large portion of the book is occupied by a merciless dissection of the various arts employed by Cardinals and Monsignori to entangle Lothair so deeply in the meshes of Roman influence that conversion might appear to him to be the only honourable outcome. Begun inhose adhesion might be expected so materially to benefit any cause which he,.espoused. The maina republican  and  secularist book  of  poems,   a  parody  of  the National Anthem.
